


Facilitator Guide Overview
Roles:
· Leader – guides prayers, reflections, and sijo readings.
· Response – youth, elders, or participants respond with repeating lines.
· Drummers – provide heartbeat rhythm for reflection, transitions, and name reading.
· Name Readers – read the names of Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP).
· All Participants – stand, observe silence, respond, and participate in rituals (candle lighting, ribbon raising, red dress walk, etc.).

Timing Guide (estimated 60–75 minutes):
· Opening Invocation: 5 min
· Meditation I – Saying: 7 min
· Drumming & Name Reading I: 15 min
· Meditation II – Seeing: 7 min
· Silence & Reflection: 5 min
· Meditation III – Hearing: 7 min
· Drumming & Red Dress/Candle Ritual: 10–15 min
· Commitment & Closing Blessing: 5–7 min



Trauma-Informed Tips:
· Provide quiet space for participants who need it.
· Use gentle drum volume during reflection.
· Offer words of support before and after the gathering.
· Invite cultural leaders to bless or open the ceremony in local language, 
   when available.



We Remember — A Liturgy for Missing and Murdered Indigenous People
Open with a blessing, spoken in the local Indigenous language if possible.
Begin Drumming.
Drummers begin a slow, steady heartbeat rhythm. Participants may stand or place a hand over their heart.
Leader: We gather on the land that remembers every step taken before us.
Response: The rivers remember. The mountains remember. The ancestors remember.
All: We come together so no one is forgotten.
Drumming continues softly, then fades.
Invocation
Leader: Creator, hear us as we gather in love and grief. We stand for those who cannot stand here today.
Response: Hold their spirits close. Hold their families close.
All: Let truth walk among us.

Meditation I - What Then Shall We Say
Leader:
What Then Shall We Say?
What then shall we say, when silence covered the stories of our people,
when voices went unheard through long winters of waiting?
Response:
We will speak the names that must not be forgotten.
Leader:
When fear asks us to be quiet
All:
We choose courage. We choose remembrance.

Drumming & Name Reading 
Drummers begin a slow heartbeat rhythm.
Leader:
Each name is a life.
Each name is loved.
Each name returns to us now.
READING OF NAMES 
Alternate One:  
Leader:  We remember---
Names of Missing and Murdered Indigenous People are read slowly by name readers.  (See list attached for Interior Alaska.)
After every few names, allow several drumbeats of silence.
Leader:  I invite you now to say out loud or silently the names of any others lost to us. 
Alternate Two:  (General Remembrance)
Leader:  We remember all those who have left us, suddenly and unexpectedly, we remember in our hearts those who were taken from their lives, we remember the families left behind, we acknowledge the pain and suffering and extend love where it is needed.  The names of all the victims are etched in our hearts.
I invite you now to say out loud or silently names of those lost.
Response (after names or general remembrance):
We remember you. You are not forgotten.
Drumming fades into silence.

Meditation II - What Then Shall We See
Leader:
What Then Shall We See?
What then shall we see, when eyes grow tired from searching,
when families wait through nights that feel without ending?
Response:
Help us see with care for one another.
Leader:
As dawn rises over tundra, river, forest, and town—
All:
May we see every life as sacred.

Moment of Silence
One slow drumbeat.
Leader:  We remember now with a moment of silence.

Participants observe silence (30–60 seconds).


Meditation III - What Then Shall We Hear
Leader:
What Then Shall We Hear?
What then shall we hear, when the world’s noise tries to bury truth,
when stories struggle to be believed?
Response:
Quiet our spirits so we may listen.
Leader:
In wind across water, in snow beneath our feet
All:
We hear the voices of our ancestors calling us to stand together.

Honor Drum / Red Dress or Candle Ritual
Drumming resumes, stronger rhythm.
Participants may raise red ribbons, candles, photos, or wear red clothing.
Leader (over drum rhythm):
For those missing
Response: We remember.
Leader: For those taken
Response: We remember.
Leader: For the families still waiting
All: We stand with you.
Drumming ends with three slow beats.


IV -  Commitment
Leader:
What then shall we know, when grief and love walk side by side?
Response:
That remembrance is action.
Leader:
What then shall we do?
All:
We protect one another.
We speak when silence harms.
We carry forward the strength of our ancestors.
We work for justice so future generations may live without fear.

V.  Closing Blessing
Leader:
May the Creator guide those still missing.
Response:
May healing come to every family.
Leader:
May courage rise in our communities.
All:
No one is forgotten.
No one walks alone.
We remember. We remember. We remember.
Closing:
It would be appropriate at this time to have participants silently light candles or disperse flowers into the flowing waters of rivers or leave in silence.
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